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: J r* Alfred Yriendly 
AJio ci-jC^ Editor 
7 he /’Qouioatoa post 

bt • ,ii.vr 

Washington, iVC. 

Poor Ir. .Friendly, 

Buoy as yo£ wore, and v/ith my ear about to be towed nwiy, mo had only a £er minutes 
today* I was a bio iu tbio brief period to iadloote oily jvp.ia of thy col V torn! 
iatercat the /‘out might find in ray book. There is another snriou-s rmo that I regard 
as sufficiently important to *vrito you about oven though you &ro busy- Lt involvsu 
the ^enuedy foully j whiea i\s innocently ongii&e 1 in aa endeavor' which -1 foot* will 
b«i : so 'uo this , 3 laas thwi > ore H t to tbu memory of th? si lent, the two ooa tor 3 
oad poaaibly to alia notional Uorm% 

iione oC thlo is in the bock* t mentioned It briefly to Anthony Howard. 1 C yw otoy 
busy, I should like the opportunity bo discuss it with ''is*. Cradles who, unles- my 
recoiled lion U in error, wad a friend of the late ir?si Leri. I <nm cove r it sketchily 
in five mi nutas, cdo '.u fcely in ton. 

It seems to m« quite po3siblo tout considerably leao chocking that ‘**om le>or indicated 
111 satisfy you. -or example, ir> it really uoc esaory to check to see if •- erred in 
saying Oswald did not unload his property when hie wify moved from Wr 1 : ' rl ::c na to 
Bellas'; Ha act with iuw wife and property bub in preparing to leave 

for J-exioo. Or to chock: end whether /sruno did ssy -be a; mver 3 to brv». .kfsst 
and b ( .) always let ho r sloop late while ho mudo his own: P vea mor?> raiuor points ere 
carefully footnoted - for bin fcory, for credibilii sy, «ni pvrbo »s Cr? another 

inquiry* nn ths other h*ud, there ore thing* tttSfc’ tro of reel 1 iporfcemee - :?uch es 
Cf* jgdgar Hoi/ver 1 s report on the "missed'* bullet and hie completely false testimony 
that the sssas^in lid not shoot while the rrcslde&tlol ocr v/aa :> rproaebing bocouse 
there ware tveoo i . the way ( v/liere&a there vrso absolutely nothing) ? cr the time 
story of the "found" bullet, and mootf 0 £» t ne items in the Chapter "The doctors and 
The autopsy”* I con help here, for my copies of tho Report- sal the c .p;. endec. volumes 
ere marked in rod ^hir.n marker# If and when you get to vhor- you want to crook, my 
v/t ft-: end I will work with our books and your people and find whatever they want. I 
believe wo con do it faster. You tfill, 1 urn confident, find tbio e Loss drdu:*us task 
tuon you soon to mtici ; ,nte. 

ii fto r receiving your letter of ilarch '^5 1 spoke to Lerry Stern, before I saw you. 

He 3 «id he wsis still kept pretty buoy end he hsd no idea ?/hen he could read the book* 

1 though 1 found this loss than encouraging, as 1 had his fsilura to read it in ton 
weeks* whereas moot of the senior and 4xocufcivo editors in the puallsolng houses read 
it within two days - aon\o overnight - I readily agreed with you today, ^ven though, 
us I said, this may be unfair to both him and mo, At least I do hope you will accept 
this as an expression of willingness to auhject the book to any reasonable teat* 


In Tho Post's interest end nine, I hope ha will bo able to finish it ot as faster 
rots. Hy offer t; o you exlendfi to him: I will come in ot any time and make anything 
clear or answer ony questions or display ontf proofs. 

To elaxrLfy whet Pom Wicker told you, the book is under favorable consideration at 
V'.YH Norton, where the president road it rapidly and passed it on to the.- vice- 
president and executive ediuor, who has, from about 0hristm«3 time, been anxious to 
do it* Others there, unkontm to me, wondered if it was a fair representation or 
subject to easy fefuta lion. I was not informuad of this until two weoks ago, when 
they confessed they ware s dicing a person intimately familiar with the foot who had 
formed no opinion? .Naturally, they failed to find such a cental eunuch. 1 suggested 
they question Nr. .ichor Hiid several of the other correspondents and legislative 
assistants who hud read it* This they did, and I am now waiting to hear fro n them. 

SPurthe-*, i^j is under c onaidorn Ci on in England, whore the decision we to have been 
made today. Tic prospective publisher hud told me he found the bock '‘intriguing 0 
enc". was "out bun is about its prospects. Ho gave it, to two university dons to 
read. r, h*y TO.ro to report to him yesterday and there wr 3 to h..ve boon a board meeting 

today* A major Lriti&h peper he, a asked him for firat refusal. They have told tna they 

h°,ve- it. 1 kevt sen x, ukom a copy okay ars no* reading or hove road. Their Washington 
bureau has already road ar..d pr«aibOd the book, There are also ether U.r, possibilities. 

These arc no- ,& of sho things 1 had in mind in Ciy previous letter in which I v«5.d th&t 

until I siemod 0 contact I control', o-;» tho secondary rights. It, i« one of the reasons 

1 rn anxious to have She fast read it before 1 sign n b • S. contract. 

f dr.7 * r.v Ir/ng^r ondv-t if tha book wi 1 aver be resDonsibly uriated. Instead I foor 
the ti.vjj.ng, for reasons 1 indicated only briefly to you today. I nm noxious for it 
to bo first, far l know what other books arz baa say. 


Since roly 




v.j r old ; <eis berg 


